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Baptism Rotation 
News Room Workshop 
Students will act out the baptism of Jesus, and video the scene as ‘Breaking News.’  
Reporters will interview the cast and report on the “Good News” as they learn about the 
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19.

Bible Texts and References: 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-17, and Mark 1:1-11, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34 

Memory Verses:  Matthew 28:19 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” 

Key Verse:  Matthew 3:17 
“And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Concepts: 
• Baptism is a natural progression of our belief, and a starting point for our growth in 

faith.
• Our faith calls us to invite and encourage others, teaching them about God’s love.
• Baptism is a sacrament - an outward sign of God’s grace using an earthly element and 

commanded by Christ.
•  Baptism is not simply plain water.  Instead it is water used according to God’s 

command and connected with God’s Word.
•  Baptism brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and 

gives eternal salvation to all who believe it.                                                                       
We are claimed as children of God.

Lesson Objectives: 
1. Understand that baptism is a wonderful gift from God. 
2.  Know that one promise of baptism is that we are children of God, and nothing in all 

creation will separate us from that love. 
3.  Know the story of John baptizing Jesus. 
4.  Know that anyone who believes can be baptized. 
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5.  Our baptism calls us to grow in faith through our Faith Practices:  Encourage,  Invite, 
Prayer, Give, Serve, Study, and Worship. 

6.  Know that we are called to tell others about God:  this is called the “Great 
Commission.” 

7.  Demonstrate understanding of these concepts through the making of a video 
“covering” Jesus’ Baptism. 

Leader Preparation: 
Read the scripture for this lesson. 
Read and reflect on the overview material provided for this lesson. 
Think through how you might “cover” this story if you were a reporter on the scene. 

(As you lead this lesson, please be sensitive to those who have not been 
baptized. This can be something they look forward to.  Encourage them to talk to 
their parents about it, or our pastor or children’s ministry coordinator.  Be sure 
they know that all who believe can be baptized and that God loves them too and 
would want them to be baptized.) 

Gather the following materials: 
•  Bibles; at least one purple Adventure Bible 
•  Video Camera and needed cables, tripod, tape, or media. 
•  Faith Journal Sheet to use as scratch paper 
•  Pencils 
•  Props (Some ideas are listed.) 

• A wall map showing the Jordan River 
• Biblical Costumes 
• Dove 
• Artificial Plants and Trees 
• Fabric to represent the Jordan River 
• Bright Light 
• Fabric or poster board to represent clouds 
• microphone  
• News Desk Scene

 
 
Preparation Ahead of Time: 
Gather any desired props and make sure you are familiar with how to operate the video 
camera. 

News Room Lesson Plan                                                                                                                              �2



Baptism Rotation

Opening:  
Greet your students warmly, welcoming them to the News Room Workshop. Introduce 
yourself and any other adults. 
  
Ask for any prayer requests. Ask if anyone would like to lead the group in prayer. Be 
prepared to say a prayer yourself, working in prayer requests.  A suggestion: Dear Lord, 
Thank you for this time to study about the Baptism of Jesus.  Help us to share the 
stories of Jesus and his love with others.  Amen. 

Dig In: 
Ask students what they recall about the story of Jesus’ baptism. 
 
Tell students that today we are going to look more closely at Jesus’ baptism, and what it 
must have been like to be there when it happened!  Explain that they will be making a 
video news cast to cover the event like it was “breaking news.” 

Pass out Bibles, scratch paper and pencils and have everyone look up Matthew 3:1-17.  
As the story is read aloud have students jot down one thing they think people in that day 
would find amazing about this story and would want to tell someone.  In other words, 
what would be considered breaking news?  Share what students wrote down.

Read the story again.  Ask for volunteers to give an “eye witness” account of what they 
just saw.  (Use the microphone to help them be more animated.)

Gather students around the map.  Ask them to describe the area and terrain.  What do 
they think the weather was like?

Who do they think the people were that saw Jesus be baptized?  Where were they 
from?  How long had they been there?  Why did they come to see John?  Where did 
they sleep at night?  

Why was John there?  I wonder how Jesus knew where to find John?  (Make sure 
students know that Jesus and John the Baptist were cousins.) 

How many people do you think were there?  What do you think they did when the 
heavens were torn open and they heard God’s voice?  What might God’s voice sound 
like?  How was news broadcast in Jesus’ time?  What do you think people were saying 
to each other after Jesus’ baptism?

Why do you think Jesus thought it was important to be baptized by John?
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Plan:
Guide students as needed in developing a simple video plan.  Ideas include:
•  a reenactment of the story
•  an eye witness account or two
•  a weather forecast
•  a travel report
•  an account of why people were all gathered at the river
•  an account of Jesus’ interacting with John
•  a report on baptism - what are people saying about baptism - how is John’s baptism 

different from Jesus’ baptism?
• an invitation for all who believe to be baptized (and who can they talk to if they are 

interested)

Assign Parts:
Any combination of any of the following:
John the Baptist
Jesus
Dove
Clouds
Eye Witnesses
Reporter(s)
Camera Crew
Prop and Scene Department
Meteorologist
Other

Live Action:
Have characters take a minute or two to run through what they plan to do while the prop 
and scene department gets set.  Characters should get into costumes if desired.

If time allows, do an initial take and let the class review it and make adjustments as 
desired.  Cuts and edits can be made in post production.  Students can make note of 
what they would like cut or edited.  They should leave their post production notes with 
the video.  

Closing:
Say:  Matthew 28:19 is called the “Great Commission.”  What is God commanding us to 
do?  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”   What are some ways you tell others 
about God?  

Prayer:
Dear God,  We are thankful we can hear Bible stories that teach us about Jesus.  As we 
learn about baptism, help us to find ways we can remember your love and share it with 
others on a daily basis.  Amen”
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